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Des Moines Catholic Worker Annual Christmas Appeal 


By Frank Cordaro 


If all you knew about the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker was what you read in the via 
pacis it might come as a shock to know that 90% 
of our community time, energy and spirit is put 
into keeping our doors open: so we can keep do- 
ing the hospitality at Dingman House, be hosts 
to our special guests, with a supporting cast of 
hundreds of volunteers, and tons and tons of 
other stuff! Just keeping all the donations of 
food, clothing, and toiletries flowing into and 
out of our houses to needy folks is a major com- 
munal project. 

How else could we keep the first floor 
of Dingman House open five days a week and 
see 50 to 100 guests each day we are open? We 
serve nine “open to all” meals a week—half 
we make and the other half made offsite and 
brought in—plus there is a constant flow of 
groceries, toiletries and clothes received and 
given away, mostly from the Dingman House 
front door entrance room and first floor “Store? 
Our guests have access to a phone, toilet, show- 
ers and TV when we are open. They can use 
Dingman House as their mailing address, and 
many do, since they live in tents, cars and on the 
streets. 

On any given day the live-in community 
in the four houses will number between 8 to 
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16 people, including community members, full 
time/live-in guests/volunteers. We all receive 
room and board. 

Our perishable food work is becoming 
one of the most popular, labor intensive and 
needed things we do. On Tuesdays and Fridays, 
we have a fruit, veggie and meat give away, with 
most of the food coming from Trader Joe's. We 
also have our longstanding 20-plus years of 
Saturday morning “Free Food Store” at Trinity 
United Methodist Church, most of that food 
coming from Capital City Fruit and Whole 
Foods. Plus, much of what we serve at Dingman 
House is leftover food we get from weddings, 
funerals, church dinners, business lunches and 
from our friends at St. Joseph Emergency Fam- 
ily Shelter. 

That adds up to a lot of people served, 

a lot of stuff given away, and a lot of helping 
hands! 

Yet, the hospitality we offer at the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker is so much more than 
the sum of all the guests served, the stuff given 
away and the volunteer hours it takes to keep 
things flowing. 

The DMCW also provides a space that is 
safe, welcoming and human, where our guests 
and we, their hosts, can be our best selves. What 
I am describing here is intangible, it’s about a 
Spirit of the place. And as I often remind my 


. SENSES 


community members, it takes two kinds of 
people to make it happen: guests and hosts. 

Early in our history, my Mom (before 
my Mom knew she was already a Catholic 
Worker in her heart and joined us) complained 
to me that she never saw our guests helping with 
the dishes, cleaning the houses, washing bed- 
ding or preparing meals. She wanted to know 
why we did not ask them to help us do these 
things. 

And I told her, “When we go to a Holi- 
day Inn and get a room and a meal, do the motel 
people ask us to clean our room or help out in the 
kitchen preparing our meal? No. Because we have 
enough money, they will give us their Holiday 
Inn hospitality. Shouldn't the poor have as much? 
Shouldn't the poor have a place where they can be 
on vacation, socialize and be served?” 

Besides, biblically speaking, when we 
serve the poor we are serving “special” guests. 
Literally: we believe we are serving Christ in our 
midst! (Matthew 25) This changes everything! 
Two sets of people make this happen: our guests 
who are Christ for us in our midst and we, the 
hosts, who are bound by love and service. 

On any given day we are open, you can 
come and see for yourself. People who visit 
often speak of this experience. The factors and 
powers which divide us in the larger society, 
that we often describe as “isms,” like racism, 
sexism, classism, nationalism, 
militarism and homophobia are 
greatly diminished in our hospi- 
table space. In doing these simple 
vga Kingdom tasks we call the Works 

| of Mercy, the many isms that 
keep people divided disappear 
in the space between host and 
guest. 

It really is amazing to see 
# and experience, though I must 
admit I don't always notice it. 
And this is the big surprise for 
g me in all this... This “Kingdom” 
space, this hospitable place, 
known as the DMCW, happens 
despite us (the hosts) and our 
everyday community dramas! So 
many individual efforts go into 
making this place happen that its 
& “Spirit” is bigger than any one 
See DMCW Annual Christmas Appeal on pg. 3 
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National Catholic Worker Farm 
Gathering February 20-23, 2015 


In February 2014, 65 Catholic Worker farmers and urban growers from across the country met for 
a weekend in Dubuque Iowa, affirming Peter Maurin’s vision of creating viable farms. Our time together was 
educating, encouraging and challenging. The work we do in the fields and our city plots is prophetic and vital 
to the Catholic Worker movement. It is important that we continue to gather for support, inspiration and 
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BISHOP DINGMAN HOUSE 


(Drop-in Center and Business Phone) 
1310 7th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 

515-243-0765 

Live-in community members: 

Bryan Morrissey, Tommy Schmitz, 
Patrick Stall 

Live-in guest: Edir Perez Mayo 


PHIL BERRIGAN HOUSE 
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713 Indiana Ave. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 
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frank.cordaro@gmail.com 
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Frank Cordaro 

Live-in resident: Bob Cook 

Live-in guest: Thomas Pohlmeier 


RACHEL CORRIE HOUSE 
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Des Moines, IA 50314 
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Live-in community members: 

Julie Brown, Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs 


CHELSEA MANNING HOUSE 


1317 8th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 
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Ed Bloomer, Gil Landolt, Bill Petsche 


WEEKLY LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY 


Mondays, 7:00 pm. Berrigan House. 
Call to confirm. 


MONTHLY VETERANS ie 
FOR PEACE MEETING Cis, 


Berrigan House. For more information, ee 


contact Gil Landolt at peacevet@hotmail.com \ PE am 
or call 515-333-2180. ' 


WEEKLY AA MEETING 


Fridays, 5:00 pm, Berrigan house 


THE CHIAPAS PROJECT 


Chiapas, Mexico 
Richard Flamer 
flamerrichard@hotmail.com 


As for ourselves, we must be 
meek, bear injustice, malice, 
and rash judgment. We must 
turn the other cheek, give up 
our cloak, go a second mile. 
-Dorothy Day 


vision! 


Sessions are being planned—we want your input and your expertise. Ideas we are looking at are: 
*Practical skill sharing workshops—best practices, favorite variety of seeds/crops/pest control/ har- 


vesting/equipment, animal management. 


*How to host interns and volunteers on a working farm—the balance between management and 


personalism. 


*Soil carbon farming—saving the planet through building topsoil. 
*Music, talent, maybe a dance, frivolity, and winter recreation! 


*Prayer/Reflection. 


Luck, Wisconsin is located 90 minutes north east of Minneapolis/St. Paul. If you can get to MSP on 
public transportation, we can get you to Luck! West Denmark church in Luck has an outstanding facility to 
accommodate us for sessions, meals and sleeping. Some beds will be available. We hope to have participants 


help with food prep and other tasks of the weekend. 


For more information or to let us know you are coming please call Barb Kass or Mike Miles at the 
Anathoth Community Farm at (715) 472- 8721 or email: anathoth@lakeland.ws 
An added value opportunity! The MOSES* Conference is happening February 26-28th in La Crosse, 
WI. Consider staying for the largest Organic Farming gathering in the country. 
*Midwest Organic and Sustainable Educational Services 


Two Poems 
By Jimmie L. Lewi 


Life is Like the Lines 


in Your Hands 


Life is like the lines in your hands 

some people don’t know where to start or 
begin 

and the worst part is where they will end 
because just like living your own life 

just like the lines in your hands 

you just have to learn to blend in 

and for that you don’t understand 

or don’t even know 

just look at the blending of your hands 
those lines show how they blend in 

God created you, so now you should know 
live your life the right way 

and you’ll see how much you can grow 
I’m not speaking to a specific person, 

but I do tell the truth 

but some of you know exactly 

who it’s being spoken to 

life is like the lines in your hands 

and every part of your body 

God created it for a reason 

you use it for what he created it to do 

just like the churches created to help all of 
you. 

Everyone has a calling in what God 
wants you to do 

life is like the lines in your hands 

so what lines does your life flow through? 


| See You 


I see you through your 

eyes and where you’re going. 

and the words that sit in between 
your lips 

and the knowledge sound 

and where it’s blowing. 

“Hello” if your heart is feeling 
heavy, don’t worry take it to 

God in prayer 

God will never leave you, because 
God is always right there 

he knows what you need 

before you do just stand up 

have and keep the faith in every- 
thing you do 

because God is saying I know be- 
cause 

God is saying I know who you 

are and where you’re going because 
I see you 

here’s another example of where 
your life can go 

we have believers and nonbelievers, 
understand what I’m saying, be- 
cause God already knows 

some of you may not understand 
what’s been said is true 

There’s nowhere to run or hide 
because God blessed my eyes to see 
you 
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person, and each person involved in the ef- 
fort, whether they are conscious of it or not, 
is part of something bigger than themselves. 

Having said all this, we still need $$$ 
to make it all happen. Not a lot of money, 
given all we do and all the stuff that goes in 
and out of here. Our yearly cash outlay is 
about $50,000. One “middle class” fam- 
ily’s salary is enough money for us to pay 
our property taxes and utility bills for our 
three houses (Berrigan House has its own 
source of funding), and to pay for the gas, 
insurance and upkeep for our very two old 
vans that do the bulk of our food and stuff 
pickups and distribution. Plus, there is the 
expense of upkeep and repair that comes 
with three old houses in heavy use and the 
occasional big-ticket item—like the bed bug 
removal from Dingman House that cost us 
$2200! 

Finally, a good 25% ($3000 X 4) goes 
to the publishing and mailing of the via 
pacis, four times a year. It is the single most 
costly thing we do and it’s how we raise our 
money. 

So dear Des Moines Catholic 
Worker friends, don't throw away the 
envelope that came with this issue of the v.p. 
Please be generous with your donation to 
our community. If you can’t give now, save 
the envelope and give later. 

PS. Beyond money needs, there 
are plumbing, electrical and carpentry 
projects, large and small in all four of our 
houses. Projects go to the head of the list 
when they become emergencies. Non-emer- 
gency projects are put on hold until we find 
someone to do them. Top of the list is the 
Dingman House kitchen, which has been in 
a slow rehab mode for a couple years now. 
We also have landscape and retaining wall 
issues in our outdoor area in back of Ding- 


Happy B 


This is the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker’s contribution to the Elizabeth 
McAlister surprise 75" Birthday Scrap- 
book put together by her three children: 
Freda, Jerry and Kate. Liz celebrated her 
75 on November 17th. 

The photo is of Liz and her 
husband, Phil Berrigan, keynoting our 
DMCW 20" Anniversary celebration at 
Trinity United Methodist Church. 


man House, where our guests hang out—it 
could use new picnic tables and the grounds 
need attention. 

There are 11 bathrooms in our four 
houses. At any given time one or more are 
in need of attention. Right now the 2 floor 
bathroom at Rachel Corrie is at the top of 
our bathrooms in need list. Our two old 
vans are a big $$$ drain on the community. It 
feels like one or the other has a major repair 
bill every month. Right now the passenger 
van is our “repair liability” vehicle. We are 
putting a lot of $$$ into repairs with little to 
show for it. New “donated” used passenger 
and cargo vans would be a big blessing!!! We 
would also take a car and/or pickup truck 
too. 


Andean Light 


By Ronald P. Knight 


At lofty ceiling of mountain sky, 

the condor and the eagle fly. 

Over lands both wondrous and bold, 
keepers of dreams as were foretold. 


Let us cleave to this quest of truth 
without a snarl or show of tooth. 
Revealing harmony so due, 

the Golden Rule we know is true. 


The Earthen spirits will tell us how, 
if we ll but listen here and now. 

So open wide your many eyes, 

and turn thy will to all things wise. 


Yes, we have soiled our Mother Dear 
and fouled our nest with future fear. 
So gather round this vision’s door 
and enter in... before were no more. 


irthday! 


If you wish to connect with Liz 
you can still reach her at: Jonah House 
1301 Moreland Ave 
Baltimore, Maryland 21216. 


Sth Birthday Liz! 


Dear friend, teacher, and mentor, thank you for 


your years of parenti 


in the discipline life of 


DMCW Community Update 


By Frank Cordaro 
Dingman House: 


Tommy Schmitz continues to be 
our Dingman House phone and mail guy, 
meaning Tommy is the one responsible to 
answer the Dingman House phone, reply to 
all its messages, fetch our postal mail, and 
distribute it to the community members and 
guests receiving mail at Dingman House. 

No small task. Plus, Tommy often continues 
doing hospitality for our guests, especially 
those needing paperwork done or stuff 
moved. 

Bryan Morrissey’s bad luck in re- 
covery has kept him either in the hospital or 
laid up at home since last issue of v.p. He has 
had two post-surgery surgeries in his gut. 
He's been back home now a couple of weeks 
showing signs of full recovery. The only 6 ft. 
5 in. tall and 30 in. waist guy I know. His job 
now is to get fatter! 

Patrick Stall is officially the newest 
member of our community. Having com- 
pleted his six-month internship and getting 
the full community’s seal of approval, he is 
now one of us! He most recently joined Ed 
Bloomer this year as our representatives at 
the School of the Americas Watch demon- 
stration in Ft. Benning, GA. Patrick is a great 
addition to our community, not the least 
being his young and strong back! And quick 
wit. And good spirit. 

Edir Perez Mayo is our guest from 
Cuba. Besides taking English classes, he 
landed a job at the C-Fresh Market Asian 
grocery store, just across the street from Ber- 
rigan House. When Edir is not working or 
going to school you can find him around the 
kitchen sink washing dishes, a welcome hand 
in the work, learning more and more English 
as he goes. 


Chelsea Manning House: 

Norman Searah, when he is not 
traveling east, is pretty much a homebound 
guy. When he’s in Chelsea Manning, he’s on 
top of keeping the first floor clean and in or- 
der. He is also a big help at Dingman House 
when we are in over our heads with dona- 
tions. Norman will spend an hour or two in 
the resource room going through the piles of 
new stuff, making it easier to find and give 
away to our guests. 

Eddie Bloomer joined Patrick in 
getting down to Fort Benning, Georgia for 
the annual SOA Watch demo. From there, 
Eddie returns to Des Moines by way of 
Louisville, KY for his annual home visit to be 
with family. 

Gil Landolt took Eddie Bloomer 
and Al Burney to Iowa City on Nov. 11 for 
an Armistice Day protest. Before Nov. 11" 
was renamed Veterans Day in 1954, it was a 
national holiday for the ending of WWI, the 


“war to (was supposed to) end all wars.” 
Hats off to the IA City Veterans for Peace 
chapter for hosting this annual Armistice 
Day observance and reminding us what 
Nov. 11" was originally about. 

Bill Petsche’s son Jack came to visit 
us for Thanksgiving. He is thinking about 
going to school here in Des Moines and liv- 
ing with his dad at the Catholic Worker. Bill 
is on cloud nine! It was Jack who led Bill 
to the DMCW when in 1998 at the age of 
eight Jack started volunteering and dragged 
his dad along for parental supervision. 
Welcome back, Jack. 


Rachel Corrie House: 

Julie Brown’s son Nick was also 
visiting us for two weeks, starting Thanks- 
giving. Julie's on cloud nine too. Nick is 
a couple years out of high school and we 
always love his visits and it’s good to see 
him with his mother. 

Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs has a new 
part-time job at Iowa Citizens for Commu- 
nity Improvement. 

With the most spare bedrooms, 
Rachel Corrie House often hosts com- 
munity guests and is used for short-term 
hospitality, plus it’s a great place to hang 
out, especially on the front porch smoker's 
corner. 


Berrigan House: 

Bob Cook made it to Washington, 
DC for the last week of the Great March for 
Climate Action that he helped start nine 
months prior in Los Angeles. He is now 
back home, pounds lighter, healthier and 
with a new lease on life. His new mission in 
life is to restart a Hansen House of Hospi- 
tality. Stay tuned. Look for more informa- 
tion about Bob and his new mission in a 
future via pacis. 

Thomas Pohlmeier is a recently 
paroled inmate from an Iowa state prison 
who Bob Cook visited and befriended. He is 
now living in the Berrigan House basement. 
Tom’s got a job and is saving for his own 
place. He is a great guest and helps around 
the house. His time with us has transformed 
our basement into a real living space! Stay 
as long as you need to, welcome guest. 

Emily Sinnwell, a former DMCW, 
is re-connecting with us doing a shift a 
week, usually Sundays, plus taking over the 
community banking chores and serving as 
our community nurse, especially helpful for 
the guys living at Chelsea Manning. Emily 
comes with her cool son Emiliano, an eight- 
year-old 3" grader at Holy Trinity School 
and a delight to all in the community. 

In addition to all this, Jess and 
I are taking off for six months starting 
January 1 on our planned six-month walk- 
about. Our plan? To head south with Costa 
Rica in our sights, and Austin, Chiapas, and 
Guatemala as points between. Expected 
travel mode: buses, walking and hitchhik- 
ing. Accommodations: offers of hospitality 
from friends and strangers, a cheap rented 
bed if needed and camping out when we 
can. Open to following other paths along 
the way. Just as long as we are back in the 
states to fly to South Korea to spend the 
months of May and June on Jeju Island, 
joining the faith-based nonviolent Catholic 
resistance movement there. 

Primary purpose for the walk- 
about: quality time for Jess and I to be 
together, out of Des Moines and on our 
own, exploring our lifetime commitment. 
And along the way, making our sojourn an 
adventure in the ways to walk in Gospel- 
based stuff, like walking with the poor and 
being peacemakers in new and different 
places, from the bottom up. 

In Jess’s defense, this is not how 
she would explain what we are doing. 
Except to say, we both agree we are going to 
do this time together... 

Please hold us both in prayer and 
thought, and continue to give your sup- 
port and help to the DMCW community 
we leave behind. They are a great group of 
people to live with and an honor to be with 
in community. 


2014 Occupy the World Food Prize Report 


By Mike Miles 


This is the second year I have 
been asked to reflect upon the presen- 
tation of the World Food Prize in Des 
Moines, Iowa. I suppose it is because 
Iam both a Catholic Worker and a 
farmer—one of the few present at events 
that week with these dual credentials. 
As Iam writing, we are getting ready for 
a major, early snow storm, perhaps as 
many as 25 inches. Tucking a farm into 
bed for the winter in northern Wiscon- 
sin is hard enough without the added 
pressure of a late season Pacific Ocean 
hurricane smacking into North America, 
but so goes the gamble of farming. Ev- 
erything should be fine—eventually. 

Let’s make one thing perfectly 
clear. Industrial Agriculture does not 
now, nor has it ever, fed the world. From 
the beginnings of agriculture, the inten- 
tion of the endeavor has not been com- 
ing up with a better way to feed people 
as much as it has been about a better 
way to control people. Agriculture has 
always been about expanding Empire. 
Excavations of early agricultural settle- 
ments have consistently shown a distinct 
demarcation between those who worked 
and those who were in charge. 

From slaves building the 
pyramids, to Soviet collective farms, to 
Ronald Reagan’s Secretary of Agriculture 
Earl Butz declaring, “food is a weapon,” 
access to food has been a means of get- 
ting people or even nations to bend to 
the will of those with stockpiles of calo- 
ries. The Green Revolution in India in the 
1970’s was less about altruism than it 
was about which of the superpowers In- 
dia was going to be allies with. The same 
wolf in sheep’s clothing dynamic exists 
in Industrial Ag’s claim to be the only 
game in town when it comes to feeding 
an ever-expanding global population. 

What Big Ag is best at is poi- 
soning things—land, water, plants, and 
organisms both large and small. Perhaps 
this stems from so many of the tools of 
Big Ag evolving out of industries that 
supplied US troops during WWII with 
the chemicals of warfare. Some of their 
poisoning is unintentional—such as hy- 
poxia in waterways from fertilizer run- 
off. One of the speakers at our Occupy 
event was Bill Stowe, General Manager 
of the Des Moines Waterworks. His job is 
to supply 500,000 people in Des Moines 
with clean water and he finds it to bea 
losing battle due to chemical runoff and 
21,000,000 hogs living in a state with 
only 3,000,000 people. The water in Des 
Moines is so laden with chlorine to ster- 
ilize it that it is barely drinkable (at least 
to this outsider who knows what good 
water tastes like). 

While Bill Stowe’s report was 
extremely sobering, Elizabeth and Den- 
nis Kuncinich were nothing but upbeat 
with evidence from Elizabeth’s work 
with Rodale Institute indicating that 
new, organic, no-till practices are build- 
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The “Occupy WFP 3” have been given time served for the Oct. 16 arrest at the State Capitol. Through their attorney Larry James, Polk County Judge Carol Coppola offered Mike Miles, Jess Reznicek and Frank Cordaro a “2 


ing soil health and increasing yields 

at the same time. It appears as though 
improving the biology of soil, instead of 
the chemistry, increases fertility, water 
infiltration, and resistance to disease 
and pests. All of this can be done by 
working with living systems rather than 
overpowering them with chemical and 
petroleum inputs. 

The people who do this kind 
of agriculture were also in town for the 
week as a counterpoint to the Indus- 
trialists. The Food Sovereignty Prize 
was started in 2009 as an alternative 
to the World Food Prize. In their own 
words, the FSP “champions solutions 
coming from those most impacted by 
the injustices of the global food system. 
In honoring those who are taking back 
their food systems, the Food Sovereign- 
ty Prize affirms that nothing short of the 
true democratization of our food system 
will enable us to end hunger once and 
for all.” 

The recipients of this year’s 
prize were the Union of Agricultural 
Work Committees from Palestine and 
Community to Community Develop- 
ment, a farm workers’ cooperative in 
Washington state. Backed by a global 
network of NGO’s and community- 
based farm organizations, the Food 
Sovereignty Prize puts a face on the sta- 
tistics that show emphatically that the 
world is being fed by small, subsistence 
farms mostly in Asia and Sub-Saharan 
Africa. This is not a piece of information 
that Big Ag wants the public to know. 

The United States is not feed- 
ing the world. 85% of food eaten ina 
given bioregion was raised locally. 50% 
of agricultural land in the US is given 
over to two crops—#2 yellow corn and 
soybeans. 85% of the corn raised in the 
Midwestern US is used as feed stock in 
a global chemical industry that brings 
us ethanol and ingredients that cause 
obesity and diabetes. This is why it is 
so important to confront the lies being 
spewed by Big Ag about what they do, at 
their premier event in the State Capitol 
rotunda of Iowa. 

It doesn’t take much to change 
the narrative that mountains of money 
try to buy for themselves. Actually, all it 
takes is a little nerve and some creative 
nonviolence. Three people crossing a 
street and trying to walk up the stairs to 
the Capitol building is such an outra- 
geous act in their minds, that it takes 
dozens of law enforcement officers and 
thousands of tax dollars to silence this 
affront to the status quo. 

What was so interesting to me 
as one who has been imprisoned for 
walking up countless driveways and 
sidewalks to challenge the Empire’s 
war-making agenda is that everyone in 
the cell block with us understood why 
we did it and thanked us for speaking 
up! Even the demographic that ends up 
in custody now and then is tired of be- 


ing poisoned by the guys who think they 
are in charge! On the other end of the 
spectrum, a Chicago suburban matriarch 
who I spoke with at a family wedding 
just days after being arrested was also 
supportive (she had gotten the heads up 
about it all via Facebook). EVERYONE IS 
TIRED OF LIES AND POISON!! 

Industrial Agriculture is the 
ultimate oxymoron. It is impossible to 
industrialize living systems that are 
dependent on the interaction they have 
with weather on a daily basis. It is not 
about feeding the world. It is all about 
making money, lots of money, in the 
short term until the systems they rely on 
fall apart. Roundup-resistant weeds are 
already on the rise. Not surprisingly, their 
response is not to look for more benign 
chemicals to deal with the problem. 
Instead, the USDA has approved mixing 


Roundup with the old standbys of Atrazine 
and 2,4-D—half of the mixture used in 
Agent Orange, the infamous defoliant that 
poisoned millions of people in Viet Nam. 
Now they want to put it on our food. 

Bill Gates became the richest 
man in the world by holding the patents 
on a handful of microprocessors. Three 
companies—Monsanto, Syngenta, and Du- 
Pont—already control over half the seeds 
that are sold in the entire world and all 
the chemical inputs needed to make them 
work. It is no wonder that they are brand- 
ing themselves as the only ones who are 
capable of feeding the world. Their day of 
infamy will eventually come and they will 
be swept out of the way by a tidal wave of 
popular resistance. Come join us next year 
in Iowa to keep the ripples growing. 


When Bankers Rule 


By Peter Maurin, Easy Essays 


Modern society has made the bank account 


the standard of values. 

When the bank account 
becomes the standard of values 
the banker has the power. 
When the banker has the power 
the technician has to supervise 
the making of profits. 

When the banker has the power 
the politician 

has to assure law and order 

in the profit-making system. 
When the banker has the power 
the educator trains students 

in the technique of profit making. 


When the banker has the power 
the clergyman is expected 

to bless the profit-making system 
or to join the unemployed. 
When the banker has the power 
the Sermon on the Mount 


is declared unpractical. 

When the banker has the power 
we have an acquisitive, 

not a functional society. 


days time served” sentence for a guilty plea. All three took the deal. All three promised to return “to repeat our efforts to Occupy the World Food Prize and work to bring more people with us next year.” In an effort to further 
public discourse on the Prize, Larry James and Fred Van Lew, attorneys, are exploring the possibility of getting the World Food Prize people to enter a Peace Circle with the OWFP 3 to hear each other out in hopes of resolving 


our differences in a public forum. 


www.dmcatholicworker.org 5 


The other side of Borlaug advances 


By Sharon Donovan, Des Moines Register 
October 11, 2014 


The year 2014 marks the 100th 
birthday of Norman Borlaug, Iowa's native 
son, who received the Nobel Prize for Peace 
in 1970. 

For years the World Food Prize 
and Iowa have celebrated Borlaug’s accom- 
plishments in agriculture, most recently, 
and under the leadership of World Food 
Prize President Kenneth Quinn, by having a 
bronze statue of Borlaug made and placed in 
Statuary Hall of the U.S. Capitol. 

We thank the Ruan family and Bor- 
laug for bringing the World Food Prize to 
Des Moines. It focuses attention on agricul- 
ture and Iowa. 

For almost 20 years, Borlaug 
worked tirelessly to develop a hybrid wheat 
that would stand up to the drought and poor 
soil conditions in Mexico. His commitment 
and determination were relentless. Finally, 
by acquiring a Japanese dwarf variety of 
wheat called Norin 10 and crossing it with 
a high-yielding American cultivar called 
Brevor 14, he was able to develop varieties of 
semi-dwarf, high-yielding wheat. 

His hybrid wheat also used massive 
amounts of chemicals and fertilizers in the 
process. In his later years, after retirement, 
Borlaug became a strong advocate of bio- 
technology and GMO seeds. 

After his success in Mexico in the 
1960s, Borlaug was approached by Washing- 
ton to help the hungry in India and 

Pakistan. During this time, the communist 
and nationalist movements in that area of 
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the world had become a concern to the U.S. 
government. 

The combination of food aid 
and nitrogen fertilizer (from plants that 
produced nitrogen compounds for bombs 
in World War II) made it a very profitable 
project. And, indeed, American agribusi- 
ness giants were delighted: They held 
monopolies on agricultural pesticides and 
hybrid seeds. 

In 1965, the U.S. and corporate 
world came to Borlaug. Funded primar- 
ily by the Rockefeller Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and U.S. government, he was 
sent to save the starving people in the East. 
U.S. conditions for this help required India 
and Pakistan to agree to non-agricultural 
American investments. And so the Green 
Revolution was born, based on the idea 
that modern technology, new hybrids and 
chemicals would produce a higher yield of 
grain that would save the hungry and, in 
the long run, profit U.S. corporations. 

In the short run, Borlaug’s work 
saved lives but ultimately destroyed thou- 
sands of small family farms, the bedrock of 
food production in India. He replaced oil 
seeds and legumes (critical to native diets) 
with wheat. Requiring frequent irrigation, 
the wheat crop eventually became a major 
contributor to water insecurity in India 
today. 

Massive amounts of fertilizer were 
added to the soil. Pesticides destroyed 
plants necessary for fish population in rice 
farming. Unschooled farmers suffered from 
toxic exposure while contaminating the 
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ground water. In the end, the new techniques 
led to depleted and degraded soil through 
the over-use of fertilizer and pesticides. 

In recent years, hundreds of thou- 
sands of Indian farmers, planting mostly 
Monsanto’ Bt cotton, have committed sui- 
cide due to financial ruin, unable to pay for 
seeds and chemicals. Some die by drinking 
the very pesticides they cannot afford. 

Borlaug’s true legacy redirected 
agriculture from small ecological farming to 
capital-intensive, high-fertilizer, pesticide, 
and irrigation use totally unsuited to India’s 
small farmers and farmland. 

With 50 years of experience behind 
us, and the problem of climate change 
now before us, when agricultural experts 
re-examine Borlaug’s science they find his 
answers equaled short-term success but 
long-term problems. Social, cultural, envi- 
ronmental and ethical impact on a country, 
always to be considered, wasn't. 

Yes, Borlaug created new strains 
of hybrid wheat that grew well in the soil of 
Mexico, India and Pakistan. His work in the 
early years fed so many, but in the years since 
then, so very much has been lost. 

It is to the advantage of the World 
Food Prize to promote Norman Borlaug and 
his early success in feeding people. However, 
to honor his memory an honest assessment 
of the Green Revolution demands to be told. 

It is no insult to Borlaug’s con- 
tributions to agriculture to point out the 
long-term destructive consequences of some 
of his methods. Certainly Borlaug himself 
would not shy from acknowledging these 
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unforeseen results with the purpose of cor- 
recting them. 

If he were alive today, Borlaug just 
as likely would be joining more and more 
fellow geneticists who are speaking out 
against GMOs and the destructive conse- 
quences of industrial agribusiness. Norman 
Borlaug was, after all, a world-class geneti- 
cist, who sought the truth. 


Sharon Donovan 


The author: 

Sharon Donovan is a retired teacher who 
has taught in Egypt, Kosovo and Laos, in 
addition to the United States. She is a food 
activist and a member of Occupy the World 
Food Prize. Contact: sjbd14@gmail.com. 
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Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie, Oct. 14, 2014. 


Food Not Bombs co-founder Keith McHenry at OWFP rally, Oct. 16, Des Moines Waterworks CEO Bill Stowe, Oct. 14, 2014. 
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: . Occupy the World Food Prize 


- occupytheworldfoodprize.com 


Eddie Bloomer an a Norm man Searah at OWFP r. rally, Oct. 16, 2014. Photo by Mauro Heck. 
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Dennis Kucinich, Oct. 14, 2014. Elizabeth Kucin Pe n eC 2014. 
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D.M. Catholic Worker Smoker's Stoop 


August 23, 1996 - 20th Anniversary 
(L. to R.) Jeff Dietrich 11z McAlister. Mike S 
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Frank found this photo when he was looking for Liz McAlister’s photo (from page 3) in the Des Moines Catholic Worker archives. 
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Wedding photo for Mahmoud and Maddison Odeh, Saturday October 4, 2014 at Berrigan House. Surrounding Mahmoud and Maddison Odeh and Cruz (LtoR) Frank Cordaro, Patrick Stall, Molly 
Monk, Jess Reznicek, Julie Brown, Gil Landolt, Bill Petsche and Ed Bloomer. 
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Bolivia 


By Jamie Kearney 


On October 4, 2014, I traveled to 
Bolivia as part of a delegation organized 
by the National Lawyers Guild. We served 
as international observers for the national 
elections scheduled on October 12. Formed 
in 1937, the NLG is the United States’ first 
racially integrated bar association. Because 
Iam a paralegal, the Guild welcomes my 
membership as part of its mission “to unite 
lawyers, law students, legal workers and 
jailhouse lawyers to function as an effective 
force in the service of the people, to the end 
that human rights shall be regarded as more 
sacred than property rights.” Friends, family 
and the Des Moines Catholic Worker Rachel 
Corrie Project helped to make my trip pos- 
sible with their generous donations 

The elections were not without 
controversy, in that the country’s first indig- 
enous President, Evo Morales, was seeking 
a third term within a constitutional system 
that allows a sitting President just one ad- 
ditional term. This question was resolved 
before the election by the Bolivian Supreme 
Court. It found that because a new Con- 
stitution was adopted in 2009 during Evo’s 
first term, effectively creating a new country, 
his first term did not count against the 
maximum two. In a country with a history 
of coup détats and military dictatorships 
(including many supported by the U.S.) 
few democratically elected Presidents ever 
garner more than 25% of the vote. Evo has 
proven himself to be Bolivia's most popular 
President ever. 

With a background as a cocalero 
(coca grower) union leader, Evo’s rise was 
powered by Bolivia’s indigenous social 
movements. He has won absolute majori- 
ties in three consecutive elections, and will 
remain President until 2020. This is particu- 
larly impressive in light of the fact that an 
estimated 90% of the electorate votes. Our 
delegation observed robust participation in 
the electoral process, which was quite trans- 
parent, including public counting of the 
votes after polls closed. We also had several 
concerns, including the allocation of and ac- 
cess to resources within the electoral system. 
Our press release is available for anyone to 
read at nlginternational.org. 

In the week leading up to the elec- 
tions, we met with speakers daily, including 
social and environmental justice activists, 
attorneys, economists, public servants and 
writers. They provided much insight into 
Evo’s popularity, and surprising criticisms, 
all within a historical context spanning from 
Spanish colonization through neoliberal 
corporate domination, to the present. To 
name a few, we met Kathryn Ledebur, direc- 
tor of the Andean Information Network; 
Rafael Puente, former priest and former 
governor of the department of Cochabam- 
ba, progressive commentator and writer; 
Dr. Godofredo Reinicke, director of Punto 
Enlace, which works on coca issues; Marcela 
Olivera, Latin America director of Food and 
Water Watch; Xavier Alb6, Jesuit, anthro- 
pologist, prolific author and founder of the 
rural development organization, CIPCA; 
and Jim Shultz, founder of the Democracy 
Center, and personally instrumental in 
bringing the 2000 Cochabamba Water War 
to worldwide attention. 

Undoubtedly, for Bolivia's poor 
majority, Evo’s administration has achieved 
fabulous socioeconomic gains. These 
include sustained economic growth with a 
simultaneous decrease in poverty and focus 
on public works, reclamation of indigenous 
rights, and advancing national sovereignty. 
According to Rafo Puente, Evos election in 
2006 represented a distinct break from the 
old colonial form of society in which there 
were two stratified groups, the privileged 
and the non-privileged. After many decades, 
Bolivia no longer follows instructions 
from the U.S. embassy on either economic 
policy or coca policy. In fact, Evo ousted 
the U.S. ambassador and DEA (U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency) from Bolivia in 2008, 
followed most recently by USAID (USS. 
Agency for International Development) in 


Voters on election day, El Alto, Bolivia 


2013. In a stunning international victory, 
Evo achieved formal recognition by the 
United Nations in 2013 of the right of 
Bolivians to chew coca leaf, a traditional 
cultural use that dates back thousands of 
years in the Andean region. 

It is not surprising that Evo, as 
a cocalero, would have a positive impact 
on Bolivia’s coca policy. Dr. Godofredo 
Reinicke, whose work involved document- 
ing and defending against human rights 
abuses during the period of U.S. domi- 
nation, explained the foundation of the 
current policy is respect for human rights. 
Now human rights abuses in relation 
to coca policy are virtually nonexistent. 
According to Kathryn Ledebur, Bolivia’s 
program of community coca control has 
been highly successful. Between 2010 and 
2013, coca leaf production decreased by 
26%. Bolivia grows half as much coca as 
Peru and Columbia. The coca market is 
a free market in Bolivia; farmers have no 
price incentive to sell to the illegal market. 
One Bolivian government study found that 
of 24,000 hectares grown, 14,700 hectares 
went toward traditional uses and not the 
manufacture of cocaine. The coca growers’ 
unions themselves eradicate any excess 
coca in cooperation with government. 

Criticisms of Evo's administra- 
tion were as consistent as the praise. As 
they consolidate power, Evo and his MAS 
(Movement for Socialism) party are per- 
ceived to be moving from the left to center, 
and losing touch with their indigenous 
majority base. The Government is pushing 
extractivist development (primarily natu- 
ral gas and lithium mining) at the cost of 
the environment. The law enshrining the 
rights of Mother Earth has no substantive 
policy behind it. Disturbingly, the Govern- 
ment recently announced plans to build 
a nuclear plant in seismically unstable La 
Paz. According to Jim Shultz, Bolivia is a 
“ground zero point” on climate change. 


Bolivia has 20% of the world’s tropical gla- 
ciers, and one glacier has completely disap- 
peared. Water is also a huge issue in Bolivia, 
where, according to Marcela Olivera, there 
is no potable water. 

The Government's most unpopular 
project to date is the proposed road through 
the TIPNIS, a protected national park that 
is home to lowland indigenous people. The 
purpose is to provide a route from the Cha- 
pare, a semi-tropical coca-growing region to 
the Beni lowland, where meat is produced 
and where Evo and the MAS have the least 
support. Although people in the Beni have 
wanted this road for a long time, there is 
widespread opposition throughout the rest 
of the country, both among campesinos and 
the urban middle class. Bolivians have a 
long history of exercising politics by taking 
to the streets with marches and blockades. 
The fight over the TIPNIS was no exception. 
Although people’s marches succeeded in 
stopping the road temporarily, we learned 
the Government still plans to move forward 
with the project. It will be interesting to see 
how this and other important issues play 
out during the next five years, and whether 
Evo’s base of indigenous social movements 
will succeed in demanding from his admin- 
istration continuation of the meaningful 
change process that his historic Presidency 
has fostered. 


On Oppression 


By Patrick Stall 

Oppression operates on two levels: 
the first is economic, political, and social— 
tangible attacks on human dignity through 
the withholding of necessities, discrimina- 
tion, and violence. It is the kind of oppres- 
sion that is fought on the picket line and the 


ballot box and the barricade, the kind that 
can be recognized immediately and ended by 
the work of our hands. 

The second, and more insidious, is 
ideological. It does not spill blood in the lit- 
eral sense, doesn't lend itself to gut repulsion. 
Nevertheless, ideology provides the answers 
for oppressive realities in search of a justifi- 
cation and makes the first type of oppression 
both possible and palpable. It tells us why the 
poor must remain poor to allow opportunity 
for all, it tells us racism is a thing only of the 
past, it tells us that promiscuous men are 
players and that promiscuous women are 
sluts. 

On a more basic level, it tells us 
how to interact, how not to interact, how to 
make sure that our interactions are anything 
but social. Mr. Smith and I don't make eye 
contact on the street, don't talk on the bus 
unless we have “business”—business, like 
there’s a stock value for our conversation— 
and god forbid we actually touch each other, 
like making contact with another human 
is the most mortifying experience one can 
have. I can bum the guy coming out of Aber- 
crombie a cigarette because he’s an upstand- 
ing member of society but I'll be damned if 
I drop a quarter in that guy on the corner’s 
cup because, well, its not my problem and 
he’s probably just going to spend his money 
on drugs anyway. 

If liberation from oppression is our 
goal, it is our work to fight a perverse ideol- 
ogy that alienates us on an essential level 
from our fellow man and makes excuses for 
atrocities. Only when we can cut through 
our ideological blinders to see every op- 
pression as blasphemy and every fellow as a 
brother worthy of respect rather than revul- 
sion can we hope to be free. 
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Annual Feast of the Holy Innocents Retreat & 
Witness at STRATCOM Headquarters & US Military 
Space Command 


Dates: Friday, December 26 to Sunday, 
December 28, 2014 
Site: Basement of St. John’s Church, Creigh- 
ton University, Omaha, Nebraska 

Using the Gospel of St. Matthew’s 
infant narrative, we will examine the links 
between King Herod, his killing of the 
innocent children in Bethlehem, and the 
murderous deeds of U.S.-backed modern- 
day Herods. It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
get your head and heart cleared of the USA 
Christmas spirit of glut and over-consump- 
tion by taking a two-day retreat to examine 
the deeper meaning and spirit of the birth 
of Jesus and how the political powers of his 
day received his birth. It will be evident that 
little has changed in the last 2000 years. 

Starting time: Friday, Dec. 26 at 7 
p-m., gather at St. John’s Church basement 
on Creighton University campus, 2500 
California Plaza, Omaha, Nebraska. Ending 
on Sunday, Dec. 28 at the STRATCOM 
main gate at 11 a.m. 

For more info contact: 
Frank Cordaro and the Phil Berrigan CW 
House - frank.cordaro@gmail.com, (515) 
282-4781 
Jerry Ebner — jerryebner07@gmail.com, 
(402) 670-6749 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


What: Mass with Rev. Janice Sevre-Duszyn- 
ska, a Catholic Priest & Peace Activist 

Date: Friday Dec 12, 2014 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Site: Bishop Dingman CW House, 1310 7th 
St., Des Moines, IA 

The DMCW Community is hon- 
ored to host a Mass celebrated by longtime 
Catholic Worker friend and peace activist 
Rev. Janice Sevre-Duszynska, ordained a 
Catholic Priest in 2008 into the Association 
of Roman Catholic Women Priests commu- 
nity (www.arcwp.org). 

Janice Sevre-Duszynska, DMin. 
was ordained a priest in 2008 in Lexington, 
Kentucky. From teaching ESL to children 
from around the world she says she learned 
about the value of nonviolence. A local 
and national peace activist, she is a former 
prisoner of conscience for the School of 
the Americas Watch and a former board 
member of the Women’s Ordination Confer- 
ence. 
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Group photo from Dec. 28, 2013 Feast of the 
Fr. Jim Murphy and Ed Bloomer. 
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She completed a Christian Peacemaker 
Teams delegation into the Sonora Desert 
of Mexico and Tucson in solidarity with 
Mexican migrants as part of the Migrant 
Trail Walk. She enjoys writing and is the 
media representative for ARCWP. She 
presides at liturgies in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and Lexington, Kentucky. 

Janice last visited DM in 
2007 during the IA Caucus “Seasons of 
Discontent: A Presidential Occupation 
Project” (SODaPOP) campaign. 

This service is open to all, all are 
welcome. 

Rev Janice Sevre-Duszynska and 
Frank Cordaro will also be prayer leaders 
for the weekly 10 a.m. liturgy Sunday Dec. 
14 at the Des Moines Intentional Eucha- 
ristic Community (www.dmiec.org). 
For more info contact: 
Frank Cordaro 
frank.cordaro@gmail.com 
515 282 4781 / c. 515 490 2490 
Janice Sevre-Duszynska 
rhythmsofthedance@gmail.com 
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Holy Innocents vigil at STRATCOM. (LtoR) Denny Davis, Cassandra Dixon, 


Did The Woman Say 


“Female Catholic priest celebrates Mass at St. Francis CW House” by Alex Bond, the Columbia Missourian 


May 29, 2014 


By Frances C. Frank (mother of three 
and grandmother of three) 


Did the woman say? 

When she held him for the first time 
in the dark dank of a stable, 

After the pain and the bleeding and 
the crying, 

“This is my body, this is my blood”? 
Did the woman say? 

When she held him for the last time 
in the dark rain on a hilltop, 

After the pain and the bleeding and 
the dying, 

“This is my body, this is my blood?” 
Well that she said it to him then. 
For dry old men, 

Brocaded robes belying barrenness, 
Ordain that she not say it for him 
now. 
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“Housing is a Human Right! — The struggle in Mexico City” with 
Enrique Reynoso of the FPFVI 


On November 13 the DMCW community was 
blessed to host Enrique Reynoso of the Frente Popular 
Francisco Villa Independiente (FPFVI) aka Los Panchos. 
Los Panchos is one of Mexico’s most powerful social 
movements. Emerging from the government’s inadequate 
response to the 1985 Mexico City earthquake, Los Panchos 
have organized tens of thousands of people around access 
to dignified housing. 

They dont play the party politics to achieve their 
demands - they demand their rights and build from the 
ground up. Meaning they occupy unused land, pressure 
the government for titles and building supplies, and teach 
themselves how to build their own affordable homes and 
communities. The way they do it is that they have the 
numbers of people willing to occupy land and/or block 
traffic to bring Mexico City to gridlock. For this they have 
been beaten, jailed and killed! Over the years, the “powers 
that be” both private and public have learned it’s easier to 
work with Los Panchos than work against them. 

Los Panchos aren't only a housing organiza- 
tion, they promote communal-democratic control over 
all aspects of their lives, including community assemblies, 
their independent radio station, community safety, and 
their expansive greenhouse. 

Enrique was brought to the US by the Mexico-US 
Solidarity Network (MSN) out of Chicago on a two-week 
speaking tour of the Midwest. Tony Nelson from MSN was 
touring with Enrique as his interpreter. Our only regret 
is that we did not have enough time to organize for this 
event and were not able to get more people to the program 
to learn about this remarkable social movement in Mexico 
City. 


US Sponsors for Enrique Reynosos speaking 
tour: Mexico Solidarity Network / Centro Auténomo 
mexicosolidarity.org 
Autonomous University of Social Movements (AUSM) 
3460 W. Lawrence Ave., Chicago, IL 60625-5193 
Centro: (773) 583-7728 / mobile: (786) 395-6641 


Enrique Reynoso at Berrigan House, November 13, 2014 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


By Norman Searah 

Hello there! It’s still October and I haven't gotten _ Knee movie, this one happened around the Watergate year libraries across America, to sort of give back what America 
a pair of diabetic shoes yet. I'm planning to get a flu shot with Richard Nixon. The Vietnam War was still going on in gave him. If I’m right the Food Prize building, which was a 
before I get the shoes. 1973. I felt sorry for a couple of Sioux getting killed there. library, could be one of those built by him. As I remember, 

The World Food Prize is over yet not forgotten. One came back from Vietnam to be killed by a sniper in Rockefeller was into Standard Oil because people needed to 
There was a rally of holding signs, speakers talking, Mike Wounded Knee. light their homes. It wasn’t until Ford invented the car and 
Miles singing songs. There were two tables: one of food Perhaps even more important is that the siege united jhe Wright brothers invented the plane, until Rockefeller 
which people ate and the other had a lot of papers, books Native people across tribes and created a new path into the broke up his monopoly that people found out what they 
and some DVDs. The people that brought the food and future. Look into all the Keystone Pipeline protests, you had could use the gas for. Now the world runs on gas. If [had a 
other things were from the organization Food Not Bombs.I_ Canadian Indians and Indians from Pine Ridge. monopoly and had to break it up now, I would build pipe- 
brought one DVD home and later played it. Keith McHen- On Earth Day you had cowboys and Indians to- lines here in the USA, Africa, South America and maybe 


ry, co-founder of the Food Not Bombs movement, 
spoke. Then the protest part happened. Only three 
got arrested and the others went across the street 
toward the statehouse. I figure that others will be 
writing about the protest and what happened next, 
to be fair and let others have something to say. 

I’ve been busy wood filling a door with 
wood filler then painting it white. At the same time 
I cut most of the growth near the porch that’s in 
front of my house so I can put a trike under the 
porch. It’s a type of bicycle with three wheels. If 
I can get one with a basket to it, I would like to 
take some trips with it in lowa. I would maybe go 
to the American Indian settlement in Tama Iowa, 
where they have an Indian veteran cemetery. If they 
do, I might like to remember James, a Sioux who 
earned the Medal of Honor in the Vietnam War. 
He came to the Catholic Worker for a long while as 
our guest and friend and died of a bad liver, maybe 
from drinking a lot. Then this last winter in North 
Dakota a sixty three year old Sioux woman died in a 
house trailer. She froze to death because she had no 
propane for heat to warm herself at night. 

I was watching movies from the first 
Thanksgiving in New England with the first pil- 
grims or if you may, the English colonists, and the 


even Europe, anywhere where drought matters. 
In Israel and Guantanamo they have a system 
where they can change seawater into fresh water 
and pump it to where it is needed like Lake 
Mead. There are other lakes and ponds that 
need it. The more that we take out of the ocean 
may slow down the flooding caused by global 
warming. That makes two things and I can think 
of more, like filling tank trucks that have snow 
blowers on them, with water, and then spray 
snow on the areas that are dry. That is if the 
snow does not create mudslides, we can maybe 
change the temperature. 

This year on September 21 the parade 
in New York City and in parts of Europe was 
great, says a friend. Oh yeah, I wonder if the 
World Food Prize would give a prize for a water 
pipeline to lakes and maybe save farmland that 
grows % of our food. I’m not a professor or an 
earth scientist, so I don’t know if it’s a good idea 
or not or how the dry ground would take the 
water or snow. 

I once wrote to our Governor of Iowa, 
but he is running for re-election and I guess 
it’s on the back burner. I guess our countryside 
don’t mean much, just our State and more oil 


Indians, the Wampanoags. Then I saw The Trail of and oil pipelines mean more to them. 

Tears. That started in the southeast as the Cherokee people A few pipes carrying fresh water around the 

tried to be like the Europeans: dress, government, legal and _ gether against Keystone in Washington, DC. Young and old, United States and other parts of the world could save the 

even accepting Christianity. They and other Native Ameri- _ men, women and children all riding horses past the Capitol rising oceans, and besides we could use that water. What 

cans had to walk a long death walk to Oklahoma. Building and maybe the White House. I'm not a Native In- is to become of Las Vegas and other cities and towns in 
Then I watched Bury My Heart At Wounded dian, but I thank you for being around. I'm learning more and the west? Do we care for the people living there, or in the 

Knee, killing more Sioux after the killing that General more about other cultures. I’m also into native Indian music, Catholic Worker? I’m so lost and I thank you for your time. 

Armstrong Custer did at Little Big Horn in 1876. The mov- art and I used to go to pow-wows. Now I go to a nearby inter- 

ie goes on to the Massacre at Wounded Knee, which isn't national supermarket 

too far from Pine Ridge, the poorest county in the USA. Now on another subject, I am not rich or have a mo- 

The Massacre took place on December 28, 1890. All the nopoly, like the industrialist Andrew Carnegie, or even John 

dead Native Indians, including the ones that froze, were D Rockefeller. The government of the United States told them 


buried there in a mass grave. I've seen another Wounded to break up their monopolies. Carnegie broke up his to build 


www.dmcatholicworker.org 


Catholic Bishops “seeing blind” on Israel and Palestine, on 
Corporate Ag and just about everything else 


By Frank Cordaro 

October 14—Des Moines 
Register publishes “Catholic diocese be- 
ing used by DuPont Pioneer” by Frank 
Cordaro: 


It is with sadness that I see the 
Catholic Diocese of Des Moines, whose 
former bishop, Maurice Dingman, was 
a leading voice against the abuses of in- 
dustrial corporate agriculture, is allow- 
ing the Catholic Pastoral Center to be 
used as a staging place for corporate ag 
giant DuPont Pioneer's public relations 
campaign, “Help Feed Hungry Iowans 
at the Iowa Hunger Fight,” as part of the 
World Food Prize events. 

Feeding hungry people 
anywhere any time is a mandate of the 
Christian faith. At issue here is not 
the effort to feed hungry Iowans with 
industrial corporate food. We do this all 
the time at the Catholic Worker. At issue 
is the Diocese of Des Moines giving 
legitimacy to the lie that companies like 
DuPont Pioneer care about feeding hun- 
gry people. They don’t. Their business 
model is to sell food to people who can 
buy food, with a bottom line of mak- 
ing a profit. 

Absent during this World 
Food Prize week is our past Catholic 
voice of Bishop Dingman and the pres- 
ent Catholic voice of Cardinal Turk- 
son (last year’s World Food Prize and 
Occupy the World Food Prize speaker) 
defending Catholic social teachings and 
their critical stand against industrial 
corporate agriculture. 

On the issue of feeding a hungry 
world, our local Catholic Diocese has at 
least fallen into a kind of political quiet- 
ism, a calm acceptance of things as they 
are without attempts to resist or change 
them, and at worst, a cheerleader for 
the corporate 1 percenters who own our 
global food systems. 


> 


October 15—Frank posts above DM 
Reg letter and the below note with links 
to e-mail lists:. 

I got to wonder if Bishop 
Pates knows the bloody history of 
DuPont Pioneer's WWII profiteering 
from nitrate bomb making plants? (See 
“Agribusiness, Biotechnology and War” 
by Brian Tokar, posted by Organic Con- 
sumers Association. 

Does he know DuPont took 
their ill-gotten WWII profits and rein- 
vented their bomb-making plants into 
industrial ag fertilizer plants? And, in 
league with other One-Percenters, lob- 
bied US State and Federal Governments 
to force family farms off their land, to 
be replaced by bigger, larger, oil-based, 
high-tech, capital-intense, row crop 
farming? 

Does the Bishop know this? 
And if not, why? 
Frank Cordaro - DMCW 


HH 


After reading “Conflict and 
hunger increase each other,’ the keynote 
address Bishop Pates delivered Tues- 
day October 14, 2014 at the World 
Food Prize / lowa Hunger Summit and 
“Skepticism, but still some hope, in 
Holy Land” by Bishop Pates, Des Moines 
Register October 18, 2014, Frank wrote 
the following unpublished letter to the 
Register on October 23: 

“The Problem with Bishop Pates and the 
US Catholic Bishops” 

The problem with Bishop 
Richard Pates and the US Bishops Inter- 
national Justice and Peace Committee 
regarding their statement on Israel & 
Palestine (“Skepticism, but still some 
hope, in Holy Land” by Bishop Richard 
Pates, Des Moines Register October 19, 


2014) and Bishop Pates’s keynote address 
“Conflict and hunger increase each other” 
at the lowa Hunger Summit, is their total 
lack of acknowledgement that the global US 
footprint and bad post-WWII US foreign 
policies with their blowback consequences, 
coupled with US-based corporate agri- 
culture are the leading causes for hunger, 
war and environmental destruction in the 
world. 

In his keynote, Bishop Pates called 
Borlaug “our favorite son.” Towards the end 
of his speech, he said Iowans “are at the 
epicenter of provision of food for the future 
as the World Food Prize, under the flag of 
Dr. Norman Borlaug, develops . . . strategies 
to nutritionally feed the world’s billions of 
inhabitants in 2050.” 

As a Catholic, it is particularly 
painful to see our local Bishop jumping 
on the Norman Borlaug bandwagon and 
the crazy science and corporate industrial 
agriculture that came after him. 

Another Iowa “favorite son” 
Bishop Pates did not mention is Bishop 
Maurice Dingman, former Catholic Bishop 
of Des Moines, who said in a September 
19, 1984 A-P. story, “We are drifting in the 
direction of a police state . . . our political 
figures speak beautifully about the family 
farm, but they don't do anything about it 
... [The consolidation of huge corpora- 
tions and agribusinesses] doesn’t forebode 
anything but evil .. . Totalitarianism is dead 
in any country that has a wide ownership 
of property” (“Preservation of family farms 
spurs Iowa bishop,” A.P., September 19, 
1984). 

There is a blindness the vast ma- 
jority of Americans live under, and it keeps 
us from seeing who we really are and how 
we really act with the rest of the nations and 
peoples of the world. The Gospels are clear 
about such blindness. It comes with wealth, 
power, victory in war and Empire. Our US 
Catholic bishops suffer from this blindness. 

Sometimes this “imperial blind- 
ness” can make a person “not see” what they 
are really seeing. Bishop Pates and his fellow 
US bishops demonstrate this kind of seeing 
blind in their joint statement after visiting 
Gaza and Israel. In his article “Skepticism, 
but still some hope, in Holy Land” Bishop 
Pates clearly and personally described the 
god-awful violence and death Palestin- 
ians in Gaza recently suffered at the hands 
of the State of Israel. Then he writes, “In a 
statement released after our trip, the bishops 
agreed that the following ‘signs of contra- 
diction’ are among the obstacles that must 
be overcome to attain peace... [last of four 
listed being] the extreme violence on both 
sides.” 

Extreme violence on both sides? 
Really? After describing the violence of 
occupation and the use of massive military 
superiority in crimes of war against the 
people of Gaza, the US bishops would have 
us believe that equivalent “extreme vio- 
lence” exists on both side. The bishops cite 
the “dread” the people of Sderot have for the 
continued rocket attacks from Palestinians 
in Gaza as an equivalent extreme violence 
against Israel. For Bishop Pates and his 
fellow US bishops the “dread” felt by the 
people in Sderot is a moral equivalent to the 
death and destruction wreaked upon the 
people of Gaza. 

Bishop Pates showed his true alle- 
giance when he praised the work of Shimon 
Peres and his Peres Center for Peace in Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa. If you go to the Peres Center for 
Peace web page you'll see a lot of nice things 
listed as their mission but nowhere on the 
page is mentioned the immoral, unjust and 
illegal occupation of Palestine by Israel. The 
Peres Center for Peace and the State of Israel 
does not have to see and name what they are 
doing to the people of Palestine because the 
lies of the State of Israel fit into the larger 
US Imperial lies. 

Tragically, in his Register opin- 


So ‘ 4 
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ion piece “Skepticism, but still some hope, 

in Holy Land” and in his keynote address 

at the Iowa Hunger Summit, Bishop Pates 
represents the worst of US Imperial blindness 
both abroad and at home. Worse yet, when it 
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comes to war and feeding the hungry, Bishop 
Pates is more American than Catholic, more 
apt to side with the wealthy and powerful, 
living a lifetime with the ill-gotten gains 
from USA victory in WWIL 


Excerpts from “Agribusiness, Biotechnology and War” by Brian Tokar, posted 
by Organic Consumers Association, www.organicconsumers.org 

Virtually all of the new, technology-based industries of the past century have 
been products of wartime. World War I ushered in the widespread use of mechaniza- 
tion and the beginnings of aviation. World War II brought us nuclear power, mod- 
ern rocketry and cybernetics. The corporate giants of the automobile, chemical and 
electronics industries all made massive fortunes profiting from war and helping fuel 
the 20th century's unending arms race... 

When we examine how our food is grown today, it becomes clear that most 
of the chemical tools taken for granted by modern agribusiness are products of war- 
fare. Is this merely an indirect consequence of the tragic history of the 20th century, 
or does it suggest that the currently dismal state of our soils, fresh water supplies and 
rural economies is an outgrowth of agribusiness emergence from wartime in some 
important ways? Virtually all of the leading companies that brought us chemical fer- 
tilizers and pesticides made their greatest fortunes during wartime. How can this help 
us understand the ever-deteriorating quality of mass produced food? And what does 
it tell us about the new technologies of genetic manipulation that every one of these 
companies posits as the centerpiece of the current generation of crop improvement 
technologies? . . 

The handful of companies that over the past decade have used biotechnol- 
ogy in an attempt to radically reshape food production have their roots in wartime, 
have profited tremendously from war throughout their histories, and have long col- 
laborated with military establishments to make the world a more dangerous place... 
The story begins with nitrogen. Since ancient times, people have been aware of the 
importance of nitrate salts for maintaining soil fertility... 

The DuPont Chemical Company now the sole owner of the world’s larg- 
est seed company, Pioneer Hi-Bred was the largest manufacturer of gunpowder in 
the U.S. during the early 19th century. During the First World War, DuPont sup- 
plied 1.5 billion pounds of explosives to the Allied military forces, according to the 
company’s official history. During the same period, the German dye-maker Hoechst 
which merged with the French chemical company Rhone Poulenc in 1999 to form 
the biotech giant Aventis altered several of its formulas to facilitate the manufacture 
of explosives and mustard gas. Decades later, DuPont and Hoechst would share the 
distinction of being the manufacturers of most of the ozone-destroying chlorofluoro- 
carbons (CFCs) that are responsible for the hole in the earth’s protective ozone layer... 


“I was just as much against 
capitalism and imperialism as ever, and 
here I was going over to the opposition, 
because of course the Church was lined 
up with property, with the wealthy, with 
the state, with capitalism, with all the 
forms of reaction. This is what I had 
been taught to think and this is what I 
still think to a great extent... I loved 
the Church for Christ made visible. Not 
for itself, because it was so often a scan- 
dal to me. Romano Guardini said that 
the Church is the Cross on which Christ 
was crucified; one could not separate 
Christ from His Cross, and one must live 
in a state of permanent dissatisfaction 
with the Church.” Dorothy Day 


Dorothy Day in Des Moines, IA in 1952. 
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Change Service Requested 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


Prayers... without them, nothing happens. 


VOLUNTEERS: 

Individuals and work crews 
for hospitality (serving 
food, cleanup), cleaning and 
general inside and outside 
maintenance... without 
them, we burn out. 


FOOD: 

Fruit, Vegetables, Meat and 
Fish, Milk, Cheese, Salted 
Butter, Olive Oil, Sugar, Cof- 
fee, Creamer, Juice (sugar 
free), Salt, Black Pepper, 
Fresh Garlic, Salad dress- 
ing, Soups and Stews (both 
canned and fresh). Leftovers 
from weddings, funerals and 
other social gatherings ... 


HEALTH AND HYGIENE: 
Feminine Hygiene Items, 
Diapers, Baby Formula, Ty- 
lenol, Ibuprofen, Multivita- 


mins, Antibiotic Ointment, 
Band-Aids, Lip balm 


TOILETRIES: 

Disposable Razors, Shaving 
Cream, Shampoo, Condi- 
tioner, Lotion, Deodorant, 
Soap, Toothpaste. (Small 
sizes preferred for handout . 
. .) Toothbrushes and Toilet 
Paper. 


NEEDED CLOTHING: 
Underwear, Socks, T-shirts, 
Sweatshirts, Hoodies, Coats, 
Work Pants. (All Sizes—es- 
pecially big .. .) Sleeping 
Bags, Blankets 


HOUSEHOLD 

SUPPLIES: 

Bleach, Laundry Detergent, 
Environmentally-Friendly 
Dish Soap, Murphy's Oil 


Soap, Pinesol, Trash Bags, 
Brooms, Rugs, Candles, 
Energy-Efficient Light Bulbs, 
Aluminum Foil, Plastic Wrap, 
Sandwich and Freezer Bags, 
Bath Towels, Playing Cards, 
Candles 


HOUSE REPAIRS: 

With four old houses, there 
are plenty of projects large 
and small. We invite do-it- 
yourselfers—individuals or 
groups—with skills in car- 
pentry, plumbing, painting, 
electrical, etc. to come in, look 
over our housing needs, and 
choose a project. Bring your 
own tools if possible. 


LIBRARY: 
Peace and Justice books for 
the Berrigan House Library 


PRESRT STD 
U.S POSTAGE 


PAID 
NEWTON, IA 
PERMIT NO. 

371 


$CASH MONEYS: 

Cash donations are es- 
sential to pay our property 
taxes, utilities, repair and 
maintenance of property, 
upkeep and gas for two vans, 
purchase of needed supplies, 
our community gardening 
and for the continued pub- 
lication and mailing of the 
via pacis, a good 20% of our 
annual expenses. 


DMCW WEBSITE 


For up to date news & info on 
the community, the Rachel 
Corrie Project, Berrigan House 
and Occupy the World Food 
Prize visit the DMCW web 
page: www.dmcatholicworker. 
org/. 
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